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One of the things I did while working in my first career in crisis communications was conduct  
response drills for oil companies. The biggest event was always the Alaska drill with BP Shipping. My job 
was to work with a team to put a group of about 400 people through the nightmare of a simulated oil spill 
off the coast of Valdez.   

Together with the rest of the “Injects Team,” we became the worldwide media, elected officials 
from all levels of government, disgruntled former employees, concerned citizens, irate environmentalists, 
children concerned about wildlife, and everyone else we thought might be affected by an actual spill. We 
took on those personas and “threw” all the problems we came up with at the incident response team. It 
takes months of planning by the exercise creators.  

We then graded the public information officers and liaison teams and decided if they passed or 
failed. Additional evaluators were watching and grading other departments, including operations, health 
and safety, logistics, finance, human resources, legal, and every other agency and organization involved 
with the drill. We hoped that by preparing before an actual incident, the responding team would be 
better prepared to face the reality of the situation. 

And it’s not just the oil company that was part of the drill. In the case of an actual emergency, the 
Coast Guard, EPA, Federal Department of Fish and Wildlife, the State of Alaska, the tanker companies,  
local first responders, Forest Service, native American tribal leaders, and a plethora of other groups would 
be part of the real thing. So they also were part of the exercise. No individual or any agency was spared. 

The ramifications of a real spill are endless. The Deepwater Horizon disaster is an example of the 
nightmare and its impact. If you remember the Exxon Valdez accident, you will understand why we did 
what we did at the drill. 

So we drilled and trained and learned from our successes and mistakes, and then we drilled and 
trained some more. And we kept drilling and training so that when it happens, we will be ready. We need 
to be as prepared as possible, because we all know it’s not a question of “if,” but of “when” the next spill 
will occur. 

If you have ever been part of a first responder or military drill, you know how this works. There are 
plenty of other industries, government agencies, and organizations that do similar activities.   

But it makes me stop and think. Why don’t we do the same to prepare for the return of Christ? 
Why don’t we take the time to prepare, learn, and make our lives about waiting for God to come back? 
Because we also know that His return is not a question of if but when.  

The Lord has promised us that He will come again. It’s a sure thing. So why don’t we take it  
seriously, plan, and get ready for the return of our Savior? If Jesus came back today, would we be ready? 
 There is a lot of scripture that talks about being prepared for the return of Jesus. Revelation 16:15  
says, “Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that 
he may not go about naked and be seen exposed.”                                                          (continued on Page 2) 
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(continued from front page) 
Matthew 24:43 reminds us, “But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of 

the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken  
into.”   

1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 4 states, “For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. But you are not in darkness, brothers and sisters, for that day to surprise you like a 
thief.”   

And 2 Peter 3:10 tells us, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that 
are done on it will be exposed.” 
 

Yes, an oil spill would be a horrible thing, but that is nothing compared to not being ready for Christ’s 
return to the world. We don’t want to be unprepared, and there is no reason we should not be ready. We can 
learn from those who came before us – the disciples and apostles. Thankfully, they have shared their wisdom 
and knowledge with us through their teaching and writings.  

We have an entire book that gives us direction and guidance. The Bible includes the very words of  
Jesus himself. We are in fellowship with all Christian believers, and while we don’t always agree on the way we 
should go, we do recognize Jesus as Savior and acknowledge He is coming again. In that way, we are all in this 
together.   

There is no reason we should not be fully ready for the return of our Lord and Savior, yet we fail to  
prepare because we think it could never happen in our lifetimes. Are we so sure? Would it not be better to be 
ready than to be surprised should it occur? After all, it’s not a question of “if” we will see Him, it’s only a 
matter of “when.”  Our lives must be focused on preparing for that glorious moment. 

For to God belongs the glory and honor forever and ever. 
 
Peace in Christ’s love, 
Pastor Wendy  

 

Cards of Caring – Everyone is Invited! 

Join us immediately after worship on Sunday, August 30, in  

Fellowship Hall, for a special Cards of Caring event! Together we'll 

create handmade cards to brighten the day of our homebound 

members and friends. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our church family to serve  

together across generations. Whether you're 1 or 100, everyone is 

invited to participate—no artistic experience is needed! We'll  

provide all the supplies; just bring your smile and a willing heart. 

A simple handmade card can be a powerful reminder that someone 

is remembered, valued, and loved. We hope you'll stay after the service and help us share God's love, one card 

at a time. 

Pam Downey, Director of Children & Youth Ministries and Cheryl Merritt, Director of Congregational Care 
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From Your Lay Leaders 
Diane Shea and Lynne Conlan 
layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 

Even in challenging times, try not to let all that is going on in the world distress you and cause you anxiety.   

Remember that God is with us in every circumstance.  Take some time this summer to slow down and enjoy 

God's creations, the ocean, the flowers, the people, your family. In rest and prayer you will find strength. 

Romans 15:13:  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 

           

 Peace and hope for the future 

 Your Lay Leaders, Lynne and Diane 

     A Strong Partnership Continues 

For nearly 30 years, Aldersgate Church has been blessed by its partnership with our Scouts BSA 

Troop and Cub Scout Pack. Together, we have watched generations of young people grow in 

character, leadership, service, and faith-inspired values. Thanks to the dedication of outstanding 

adult leaders and the enthusiastic participation of our Scouts and their families, both the Troop 

and Pack continue to thrive through a full calendar of activities and strong membership. 

As many of you know, Aldersgate has served as both the Scouts' Charter Organization and their 

home meeting place. However, the Peninsula Delaware Conference has directed all churches in 

the Conference to conclude their Scout charters by the end of 2026. The Conference fully agrees 

that the Scouts can continue to meet in church facilities. 

 While Aldersgate will comply with this requirement, we are pleased to share some wonderful news. The 

Rotary Club of Wilmington has graciously agreed to become the new Charter Organization beginning in 2027, 

allowing this valued ministry partnership to continue. Just as importantly, Aldersgate will remain the Scouts' 

home. Meetings, activities, and the many connections between our church and the Scouts will continue much 

as they always have. 

 This transition represents a change in administration—not in relationship. Our Scouts will continue to 

worship with us, serve alongside us, use our facilities, and be an important part of the life of our church. We are 

grateful for the many ways they have enriched our congregation and served our community over the years. 

 We give thanks to God for opening this new path forward and for the collaborative spirit that made it 

possible. We look forward to many more years of supporting these young people as they learn, grow, lead, and 

serve, continuing a partnership that has been a blessing to Aldersgate and to our community. 

SAVE THE DATE:   

Saturday, February 6, 2027 - Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social #15  

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Congregational Care August 2026 – Prayer Team 

THANK YOU, Aldersgate!  From Noon June 29th – Noon July 1st, over 60 Aldersgate members  
participated in our prayer vigil during our Pastoral Transition! Vigil participants prayed individually at a location 
of their choosing during their selected 30-minute time slot.  Participants ranged in age from 20 – 91 years old.  
Some folks signed up for several time slots, some prayed in other states while traveling, and some prayed in 
the middle of the night!   Together we covered 43 hours in dedicated prayer! If you had any special insights 
during your prayer time, please share those with a member of our Prayer Team: Sandy Anderson, Betsy 
Diemer, Cheryl Merritt, Bob Reis, and Pastor Wendy. 
 
 The Prayer Team is excited to relaunch the Aldersgate Prayer Chain. If you'd like to join the prayer 
chain, you commit to receiving emails when a church member has an urgent prayer need they would like 
shared with our church family. When you receive a prayer request, you are asked to take a moment to bring 
that need before God. Together, we can support one another through the power of prayer. 

Reminder that every Wednesday, the Aldersgate prayer list is updated and emailed. It is also printed in 
the weekly worship bulletin. As Pastor Wendy reminds us, prayer is just a personal trusted conversation with 
God.  Let's continue to pray and see what God has planned!  

If you have questions or to join the Prayer Chain, please send me a message at  

cheryl.merritt@aldersgatede.org   -Cheryl Merritt, Director of Congregational Care  

     HOPP Food Distribution Volunteers Needed 
Friday, August 28, 2026 • Aldersgate Parking Lot 
Set Up: 12:15 p.m. • Distribution: 12:30–1:30 p.m. 
HOPP (Harvest Outreach People Project) continues to bless our community by providing groceries, welcome, and 
hope to our neighbors. We are grateful for the volunteers who make this ministry possible each month. 
We invite both returning volunteers and first-time helpers to join us on Friday, 
August 28. Volunteer opportunities include: 
• Greeting guests with welcome signs along Concord Pike 
• Directing traffic through the parking lot 

• Loading groceries into car trunks 
No experience is needed. Whether you can serve regularly or help for one  
afternoon, your time and kindness make a real difference. 
 
Come be part of sharing God’s love, one bag of groceries and one smile at a time. 

mailto:cheryl.merritt@aldersgatede.org
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COMPASS at Aldersgate – August 2026 

Our Mission is to empower individuals and caregiving families in Delaware to live 

well with dementia through support, education and building a  

dementia-inclusive community that is enriching to all.  

www.compassdementiacare.org 

Reflections on My Internship Experience at Memory Café 

By Emma Domenick, Aldersgate member 

I am a Health Behavior Science major at the University of Delaware and I had the pleasure of being an intern at 

the COMPASS program’s weekly Memory Café during my Spring semester. I didn’t have much experience with 

older adults going into the internship and I was nervous about being able to feel comfortable with the group of 

adults with cognitive impairments. Would I approach people 

wrong? Would I feel uncomfortable? What if I felt uneasy 

and made someone else feel unwelcome? Instead, I was  

welcomed with open arms and quickly enveloped by  

friendship and community. Memory Café quickly became the 

highlight of my week! 

Every week, the COMPASS Memory Café allows space for  

real conversations. From light questions like “What is your 

favorite drink? What movies did you watch as a kid?” to 

more broad and open-ended questions like “What are  

meaningful experiences for you now?” there are  

opportunities for all members to share in different ways. Be-

ing able to lead conversations about our lives and talk about 

our own history makes everyone feel welcome and allows us to foster trust and real connections, creating a 

true support system. Some of my favorite memories are talking about old movies during our “This Week in  

History” segment and talking about how fantastic The Sound of Music was. Who knew so many of us watch it 

multiple times a year! My time at the COMPASS Memory Café was an empowering experience for which I am 

grateful. I look forward to staying involved with the Memory Café over time. 

 

Join us at Memory Café, Thursdays 10am-12pm at Aldersgate! A warm, welcoming space for people 

living with dementia at any stage—& those who care about them—to connect & enjoy meaningful, 

joyful programming led by COMPASS staff & volunteers. Free to attend. Registration required. 

Are YOU a family caregiver for a loved one with Alzheimer’s or another dementia? Get oriented and 

get the support you need at our virtual and in-person Savvy Caregiver groups, providing peer support, 

dementia education, communication skills, self-care tips, and more. Next session starts 9/30. 

For information, contact Kate Gruber (kgruber@compassdementiacare.org; 302-663-7922) OR Cheryl 

Merritt, AUMC Director of Congregational Care (cheryl.merritt@aldersgatede.org; 302-478-2575).  

Pictured L to R: Dr. Maria D'Souza; Emma Domenick; Barb Hughes, 
LCSW outside the COMPASS Dementia Care entrance at AUMC 
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New Music Director, Reid  Shriver and new Minister, Pastor 

Wendy Butterworth on their first Sunday at Aldersgate, 

July 5, 2026 

Pastor Kerby’s last Sunday Benediction, 

June 28, 2026  
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 Ima Gean Brake         June 14, 2026 

Craig Aldrich           July 9, 2026  

Jacqueline Shuster     July 12, 2026  

Dan and Julia Shay  August 2 18 years 
David and Betty Dunbar  August 5 54 years 
John and Marian Wright  August 10 52 years 
Chris and Donna Ruggiero  August 12 31 years 
Dave and Penny Short  August 13 49 years 
Ralph and Emily Bankert  August 14 61 years 
Michael and Lynne Conlan  August 14 50 years 
Ray and Jennifer Pendley August 17 35 years 
Richard and Kathleen Brady  August 18 42 years 
Bob and Carolyn Reis  August 19 54 years 
Doug and Donnie DeVoll  August 21 61 years 
Robert and Debra Mulrooney  August 21 33 years 
Vincent & Diana Vandenbraak  August 22 44 years 
Khris and Rebecca Townsend  August 25 25 years 
Richard and Lorraine Fleming  August 29 73 years 
Bill and Edith Harvey  August 30 46 years 

Bill and Deborah Hartnett  August 31 53 years 

Questions: Contact  Pam Downey, Director of  

Children & Youth Ministries  
Mission Trip Crew ready for departure on 

Saturday, July 18. 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—Bringing  People Closer to God 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Wendy’s Message 1-2 

Card Making  2 

Lay Leaders/Boy Scouts 3 

Congregational Care/HOPP 4 

COMPASS 5 

Upcoming Events 6 

Good Bye and Hello  6 

Life Celebrations 7 

Summer Worship Schedule 

July and August  
One Service at 10 a.m. in Auditorium 

You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

Or YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

 

   Upcoming Events 

Friday, July 24: HOPP free food box distribution 

Sunday, August 23: Backpack Blessing  

Friday, August 28: HOPP free food box distribution 

Saturday, September 12: Saturday of Service 

Sunday, September 13: Rally Day, 1 Service 10 a.m. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

