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Pastor Wendy’s Message 
 

“All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.” 
  

Summers, when I was growing up in Doylestown, PA, with my brother and sister, were a time to 
reset. School was over, and the familiar rhythm of waking up to breakfast around the table before doing 
chores, then spending time at the pool, or playing baseball with the rest of the neighborhood kids, and rid-
ing our bikes around town before dinner was a typical day. 
 But we also spent a lot of time preparing to return to the classroom at the end of summer. Not only 
did we anxiously wait for the letter from school that would tell us who our teacher would be in the coming 
year, but we took the time to do the spring cleaning that never actually got done in spring,  We cleaned out 
closets of outgrown clothes, organized the homework space so it was ready for the new year, and cleared 
shelves of old papers and books in preparation for the new schoolbooks to come. 
 And we rested. After the stress and hectic pace of the school year, summer was a time to slow down, 
let our brains and bodies focus on activities other than academics, and take time to enjoy the blessings of 
childhood. It was a joy. It also enabled us to return to school in September refreshed, renewed, invigorated, 
and motivated. 
 It is why the Lord tells us to rest. The Bible shows that God himself rested in many places. Genesis 
2:2-3 tells how God rested on the seventh day after creating. Jesus himself realized the value of rest when 
he invited the disciples in Mark 6: 31 to “come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 
 As we come to a new season in the life of Aldersgate, we are all ea-
ger to prepare for what the Holy Spirit has planned for the future. And this 
is the perfect time, when things are a bit slower, to be intentional in our ac-
tions, planning, and organizing. It will also be a great time for me to meet 
you if you are around and to learn how the church operates. Please be fore-
warned, I am horrible with names.  
 But more importantly, it is a good time to rest from the worry, the 
angst, the stress, and the unknowns of what is coming next. While I don’t 
fully understand all that the church has been dealing with over these past 
few years, the time to put that behind us and renew, reset, and rest is now. 
This will allow us to focus on the future with inspiration, motivation, and 
refreshed spirits. 
 It will also help clear our minds so that we may fully focus on what the Holy Spirit is preparing for 
us. We are blessed by knowing that God has it all figured out.  
It also allows us to consider the words of Julian of Norwich, the Christian mystic and anchoress from c. 
1373. When we think of mystics, we tend to dismiss them as tarot card reading and séance-holding individ-
uals who claim to be able to talk to the dead or see the future.  

Christian mystics were deemed able to discern the guidance and teachings of the Holy Spirit with 
great clarity and depth. Their gift led them to be consulted by all seeking spiritual guidance, which often 
meant they gave themselves over to become an anchoress of a church.  

An anchoress (the male equivalent was an anchorite) was a religious woman who chose to withdraw 
from secular society, and after careful examination, was sealed in a small cell attached to a church. It was 
where she spent the rest of her years living a life of permanent solitude, prayer, and contemplation.  
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During this time, Julian of Norwich experienced a life-threatening illness. 
After her recovery, she wrote what is now known as the “Revelations of Divine 
Love.” From that, we read her most famous of enlightened visions, given to her 
by the Holy Spirit during her sickness.   

As she writes, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.” This les-
son was given to her by the Holy Spirit in her most desperate of times, and it is one we also can and should 
cling to. 

God wants only what is best for us, and while He takes us on journeys of mountains and valleys, we 
can rest in the promise that with and through Him, all will indeed be well. 

All will be well with Aldersgate. So let us take this time now to rest, renew, reinvigorate, and prepare 
for the great things that are coming in our future.  

And when we do that, we bring God the glory and the honor forever and ever. 
 
Peace and love in Christ’s name, 
Pastor Wendy  

Reid Shriver to Become New Director of Music 

 

After an extensive search process, Aldersgate will welcome Reid 

Schriver as our new Director of Music Ministries, effective July 1.  

 A native of Cape May, New Jersey, Reid completed his undergraduate studies at Temple 

with a degree in music education. This May he received a Masters of Music in 

Conducting from Bard Conservatory in New York. Reid has sung and conduct-

ed in a wide range of venues, including with the Temple University Concert 

Choir, the Bard Chamber Singers, Bard College Community Orchestra, and the 

Philadelphia Symphonic Choir. He has led church choirs in Philadelphia and in 

Red Hook, New York. While trained in classical music, Reid had so much fun 

playing his guitar, jamming, and singing with our Journey Band during his au-

dition!    

 Reid is excited to begin his musical experience at Aldersgate. He says 

“I am so delighted to have been selected for this position. From the start of 

the process, I recognized that this would be an incredible community to work 

with, and that was confirmed when I was there on Wednesday and was able 

to meet many of the people in the ensembles and congregation.”. 

Reid and his fiancée have recently moved to the Port Richmond section of Philadelphia.  

The SPRC wishes to thank Nancy Hough, who led the search team; as well as Bert Deimer, Pastor 

Kerby, Kitty Lugar, Cheryl Merritt, Diane Shea, and Melva Smith.  Great job, Everyone! 
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Message from SPRC: 

Goodbye to Pastor Jennifer 

Please plan to worship with us on Sunday, June 28, to honor Pastor Jennifer Kerby 

on her last Sunday at Aldersgate, then join the Staff-Parish Relations Committee at 

a reception for Pastor Jennifer in the Music Center after the worship service. 

Pastor Jennifer has served as Interim Pastor since October 1, 2025, and has been a 

guiding light to our congregation. She has been a support to staff and congregational leaders, and her messages 

have been both inspirational and thought-provoking. We are grateful to Pastor Jennifer for her warmth, her caring, 

and her leadership. 

There will be cards available in the auditorium for composing wishes for Pastor Jennifer, along with baskets to deposit 

farewell messages and love offerings. Love offerings via check can be made directly to Jennifer Kerby and enclosed in a 

card or note. 

For those unable to attend, cards and donations can be mailed to the church, with donations addressed to Pastor 

Kerby. 

Welcome to Pastor Wendy 

Pastor Wendy Butterworth will begin her service at Aldersgate on July 1, coming to us from 

Millsboro United Methodist Church . Everyone is invited to a welcoming reception for Pas-

tor Wendy and our new Director of Music Ministries, Reid Shriver, on Sunday, July 5, in the 

Music Center after worship. 

We look forward to greeting Pastor Wendy and Reid on July 5! 

 

 

Message from Lay leaders 

 

A time of gratitude, transition, and welcome!  

As we near the end of June, we are also coming to the end of our official time with Pastor Jennifer as our Interim Sen-

ior Pastor.  What an amazing gift she has been to Aldersgate for the last 9 months!  In a very short time – too short! – 

she has made a tremendous impact on our church and church family.  She has provided strong, structured, and nurtur-

ing leadership to our staff, lay leaders and church committees.  She has helped some of our Aldersgate members say 

goodbye and grieve their loved ones in a caring and giving way.  She has introduced and/or reintroduced us to im-

portant missions inside and outside of our walls.  She has joyfully welcomed and blessed new babies, new members, 

and our newest confirmands.  Most importantly, she has encouraged every one of us to look at our faith journey, ex-

amine our relationship with God, and seek to be committed disciples.  She has challenged and supported each of us, 

our leadership team, our church committees, and our church family to get closer to God and to be open to where God 

is leading us.  Please join us in thanking Pastor Jennifer on her last Sunday at Aldersgate, June 28th.  

On July 1st, we will welcome both Pastor Wendy as our new Senior Pastor and Reid Shriver as our new Music Direc-

tor.  Please be in prayer for Pastor Jennifer, Pastor Wendy, Reid, and our church during this transition over the next 

several weeks.  We’re looking forward to all that God has planned for us, and trust that it will be good! 

Your Lay leaders, Lynne Conlan and Diane Shea 
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COMPASS at Aldersgate  
 

Our Mission is to empower individuals and caregiving families in Delaware to 

live well with dementia through support, education and building a dementia-

inclusive community that is enriching to all.  

www.compassdementiacare.org 
                             

Thanks to all for a successful Summer Community Gathering! 
COMPASS and Aldersgate members came together on Saturday, June 13th for a joyful family-friendly 

gathering to build community & enjoy summer – a good time was had by all! 
 

 

 

Join us at Memory Café, Thursdays 10 am-12 noon at Aldersgate! A warm, welcoming space for 

people living with dementia at any stage—& those who care about them—to connect & enjoy 

meaningful, joyful programming led by COMPASS staff & volunteers. Free to attend. Registration 

required. 

Are YOU a family caregiver for a loved one with Alzheimer’s or another dementia? Get oriented and 

get the support you need at our virtual and in-person Savvy Caregiver groups, providing peer 

support, dementia education, communication skills, self-care tips, and more. Next session starts 7/15. 

For information, contact Kate Gruber (kgruber@compassdementiacare.org; 302-663-7922) OR Cheryl 

Merritt, AUMC Director of Congregational Care (cheryl.merritt@aldersgatede.org; 302-478-2575).  
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Congregational Care July 2026 – Card Ministry 

Thank you to our friends from COMPASS and Aldersgate for com-

ing together to create this beautiful collection of greeting cards for 

our Homebound members. Your thoughtfulness will surely bring 

smiles to many faces and remind them how deeply they are loved. 

We truly appreciate your creativity and kindness!         

-Cheryl Merritt, Director of Congregational Care 

                                                              Catalyst Has Grown to 2.0 

The United Methodist Church and particularly the Baltimore Washington and Peninsula Delaware Conferences 

have been focused on boosting church vitality and relevance in our communities.  To that end we completed the 

Readiness program and the first Catalyst initiative designed to acquire knowledge and skills to enable Aldersgate 

to seek out community needs and respond to them.  The initial Catalyst Team of Lynne Conlan, Henry Daum, 

Cheryl Merritt and Dan Shay has worked diligently for over a  year and are passing on the work to a new group.  

They will continue to be involved providing background and training the new Catalyst 2.0 team including Stacie 

Digiacoma, Irene Heller, Bob Reis, Diane Shea and Mark Wichman.   

We have all met together twice and are beginning with an effort to better know our community by seeking out 

and having in-depth conversations with several members of the Kitchen Collective group.  With those conversa-

tions we hope to hone our reaching out skills and learn more about the area and the needs of various popula-

tions. While plans remain fluid our efforts continue to be directed at knowing all of our neighbors and finding 

how to serve them better.      

Feel free to ask and pass on ideas with any of us.     

IMPACT Around Town!  
June has been a fun month for IMPACT as we've continued meeting on Wednesday evenings "around town." Our 

first gathering at Sweet Lucy's Ice Cream Shop was filled with great conversation, laughter, and delicious treats as 

students and leaders enjoyed spending time together outside our usual setting. The evening even featured an im-

promptu volleyball practice as several of our youth couldn't resist tossing a ball around and sharpening their skills! 

Unfortunately, our planned Rita's Water Ice gathering was rained out, proving that even summer plans sometimes 

need a little flexibility. As June comes to a close, we're looking forward to one final adventure together. Where will 

our last June gathering find us "around town"? Stay tuned—we can't wait to find out!  

Pam Downey 
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Welcome our Newest Members 

Matthew Grandel 

Evelyn Moyer 

Laura Honisch 

Annie Halbedl 

Lydia Shay 

 Blessings, 
 Pam Downey 

Rainforest Falls VBS First Day Fun!  
What an amazing first day at Rainforest Falls Vacation Bible School! The halls were filled with excitement, laughter, 

learning, and God's love as our children began their rainforest adventure together. Today our campers explored Treetop 

Treats, discovered God's truth in Rooted Bible Adventures, experimented and created in Illumination Station, and en-

joyed lots of energy and fun during Wild Games. We are so thankful for our incredible volunteers, leaders, storytellers, 

and families who helped make Day One such a success. Most of all, we are grateful for the opportunity to help children 

grow in faith and discover that God knows them, loves them, and has created them for a purpose. Check back in next 

month’s newsletter to get a glimpse of the rest of our week! "I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made." — Psalm 139:14  

Children’s Message 

Children’s  Choir on 

Mother’s Day 

Cherub Choir  on Music  

Ministry Sunday 
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Every person bears the image of God and is worthy of dignity, safety, and love. 
As women of faith, we recognize xenophobia and racism as deep sins and we 
unequivocally oppose the criminalization of communities of color. 
Our charge is clear: 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?  

Micah 6:8 
So together, we lift our voices in public witness for justice; we lift our hearts in fervent prayer, trusting 
humbly in our always-faithful God; and we continue to show up in our communities to put love in ac-
tion, bringing kind hearts and helping hands. 
United Women in Faith has been challenging social injustice for almost 150 years, working to improve 
the lives of women, children and youth nationally and internationally. 
We work for justice through compassionate service and advocacy to change unfair policies and sys-
tems. 
To learn more about UWF racial justice work we invite you to visit: 
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/racial-justice/ 

HOPP Food Distribution Volunteers Needed 

Friday, July 24, 2026 

Aldersgate Parking Lot 

Set Up: 12:15 p.m. | Distribution: 12:30–1:30 p.m. 

HOPP (Harvest People Outreach Project) continues to be a blessing to many in our community, and we are grateful 
for the volunteers who make this ministry possible each month.  Through your service, you share more than gro-
ceries, you offer welcome, dignity, and hope. 
We invite both seasoned volunteers and first-time helpers to join us for our next distribution on Friday, July 24. 
Volunteer opportunities include: 
• Greeting guests with welcome signs along Concord Pike 
• Directing traffic through the parking lot 
• Loading groceries into car trunks 
 

No experience is needed, just a willing heart.  Whether you can serve regularly or simply lend a hand this month, 
your help matters. 
Come be part of sharing God's love, one bag of groceries and one smile at a time. 
 
MJ Cash <cashwich@gmail.com> 

David Gosse and Sarah Hopkins  July 7 25 years 

John and Joy Ericson  July 9 66 years 

George and Jill McKeown  July 15 37 years 

David and Stacie DiGiacoma  July 17 27 years 

Roger and J E Maansson  July 17 22 years 

John and Sharon Jennelly  July 21 36 years 

James and Rebekah Wang  July 25 11 years 

Ryan and Nitasha Smith  July 26 13 years 

Mark and Mary Jean Wichmann  July 29 31 years 

Susan and Jeff Mammele  July 29 54 years 

Emma Detwiler and Tony Sanchez   July 31  5 years 

Matthew Grandel, Son of Matthew and 

Shelley Grandel on May 22, 2026 

Donald Marvel passed away on May 17, 2026 
 

Richard Gerard passed away on May 19, 2026 
 

 

https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/racial-justice/
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