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burdened, and |
will give you rest.”

Bringing People Closer to God
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As | was heading down to the beach to spend some time with my husband, | pulled my card folio
from my purse to leave it behind, since | wouldn't need it. It is essentially a small, notebook-sized folder
with pages for inserts, including my library card, grocery store cards, and membership cards for places
like the PSU alum society and AARP, as well as Hallmark, American Airlines, Royal Farms, and many
more.

Needless to say, the folio is heavy, and it sits at the bottom of my purse like a brick, with other
items, such as my wallet and phone, piled on top. It is there when needed.

However, when | took it out of my purse, even though things were much lighter, it felt all wrong.
| found myself stressing and worrying that | had lost something, but then | remembered that | had
removed what | didn't need. But still, without the weight, something felt different and uncomfortable.
My first reaction was to pick it back up and keep carrying it. That would feel normal.

We often feel that way with many different kinds of weights. The weight of grief. The weight of
guilt or fear. The weight of leadership, expectations, and financial responsibility, among many others.

But Jesus tells us he is prepared to carry that weight for us. Matthew 11: 28-30 says, "Come to
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light."

Our question is whether we let God remove the heaviness or are we so accustomed to it that we
would rather keep it than be uncomfortable with the lightness of what we carry. Are we so used to car-
rying that weight that we can't bear to put it down?

It may seem strange at first to walk without the weight, but over time, we will get used to feeling
less burdened, and that will become our new normal. Knowing God has taken that heavy yoke from us
will not feel like a loss, but a reminder of His grace. It is no longer a concern to feel lighter. Instead, it is a
blessing.

And when we remember that, we bring God the glory, honor, and praise forever and ever.

In Christ's love,
Pastor Wendy




Reconciling Ministries

“Somewhere a person is walking through church doors they never
thought would be open to them! “

(Sharing from the monthly Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) Newsletter )

Forward Together!
The reconciling movement exists and we are reaching together toward radical welcoming!

Somewhere a person is walking through church doors they never thought would be open to them! These could be our
doors at Aldersgate! This is what our decision to be a Reconciling Ministry makes possible!

Let us remember who we are and whose we are.
A Prayer
God of every beloved child
Thank you for the joy that refuses to be quiet
For the colors, the courage and the communities
that keep saying yes to radical welcome.
May we never forget what love requires of us-
The table has always been meant for everyone
May we be the church that lives like we believe it!

Amen

Cards of Caring — Everyone is Invited! g

Join us immediately after worship on Sunday, August 30, in o
Fellowship Hall, for a special Cards of Caring event! Together we'll create hand-
made cards to brighten the day of our homebound members and friends. - v

® \
This is a wonderful opportunity for our church family to serve together across »
generations. Whether you're 1 or 100, everyone is invited to participate—no \\
artistic experience is needed! We'll provide all the supplies; just bring your smile

and a willing heart.

A simple handmade card can be a powerful reminder that someone is remembered, valued, and loved. We
hope you'll stay after the service and help us share God's love, one card at a time.

Pam Downey, Director of Children & Youth Ministries and Cheryl Merritt, Director of Congregational Care

P .
%@8&1@ SAVE THE DATE:

Saturday, February 6, 2027 - Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social #15

2 September 2026
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have
commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

~Matthew 28:19 - 20

Gather Team—Worship

MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

If God has given you a desire to sing, play your instrument, and lead others in worship, we have a place for you!
Musical opportunities are Chancel Choir, Journey Praise Band, Gateway Ringers, Aldersgate Brass, Grace Notes,
Vocal Impact, Junior Choir, Cherub Choir, and Instrumentalists.

Our Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. in the Music Center and sings most weeks in the
11 a.m. service. The Journey Band rehearses most Wednesday nights at 6 p.m. in the Auditorium and leads
worship each week at the 9 a.m. service. The Gateway Ringers are our handbell choir, who rehearse Sundays at
noon in the handbell room and perform in the 11 a.m. service several times each year.

Aldersgate Brass meets on Thursday nights at 7 p.m.. Cherub choir, children and youth choir are also available.
All these groups also participate in “An Aldersgate Christmas” each year.

GREETERS

Looking for an opportunity that has a positive impact on the Sunday morning experience? Volunteer to be part of
the Greeter Team. All that is required of you is: arrive 20 minutes prior to the worship service of your choice; wear
a name tag; present a welcoming, friendly face to all who enter the church; and extend a hand and a smile.

USHERS

Assist the Head Usher with collecting the offering during the worship services.

COMMUNION STEWARDS

Assist the Pastor with the serving of the communion elements, once a month, during the worship service you

prefer.

LITURGIST

Your responsibilities are to greet the congregation at the beginning of the worship service, share the morning
announcements that are provided to you, and read the scripture reading for the day. You may sign up for a day

and worship service that works for you.
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AUDIO VISUAL TEAM

Assist with operating soundboard, presentation slides, and video for livestream. Provide seamless sound, video, and
visuals to both physically and virtually present members.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

An opportunity to proclaim the Word of God, and to affirm that children are full participants in the life of the
congregation by leading a children’s moment during worship. You will work with the Senior Pastor to coordinate
your message to go along with the scripture, sermon or message, or series they may be working with. Keep your
lesson at three minutes to respect children’s short attention spans.

ALTAR GUILD

Purpose: This group aims to enhance the worship experience through beautification of the altar and Sanctuary while
maintaining cooperative interchange with the pastoral and administrative staff.

Meeting Schedule: The Altar Guild meets on the third Wednesday of the month, January through May and
September through December, usually at 10 a.m.

Duties: Monthly duties include preparing the Sanctuary for service in consultation with the Pastor. We set up for
communion as well as special services and assist with each wedding and funeral. Our favorite duties involve
preparation for Christmas and Easter every year.

Dues: A small treasury maintained with annual dues and memorials, is used for items that will enhance our

worship experience.

FELLOWSHIP

Fellowship is an opportunity to meet and connect with others through various social activities and events. Lay
fellowship team members host the following annual events:

e Arts @ Aldersgate: Help us welcome the public to this music concert series led by our Director of
Music Ministry.

e Youth Musical: Aldersgate Youth Players present an annual musical, creating a nurturing and supportive
community where youth, and the adults who volunteer, can make lifelong friends and continue to grow their
faith. Past productions include Disney’s The Lion King, The Little Mermaid, and Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory. Auditions are held in early December. Weekly rehearsals begin in January and are held on Sundays
and some Saturdays with performances in early March.

e Coffee Hour: Serve coffee, juice, and snacks during Sunday worship hours.
e  Church Picnic: Help set-up and take-down at our annual outdoor potluck luncheon.

e Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: Cook, serve, set-up, or clean-up at this annual meal in Fellowship
Hall the night before Ash Wednesday.
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e Chili & Chocolate Cook-Off: Help set up, take down, and enjoy a lively meal the weekend before the

Superbowl.

e Christmas Tree Lighting: Help set up the outdoor church Christmas tree on Concord Pike and welcome the
community to the annual lighting in early December.

New team members are always welcome!

Grow Team—Discipleship

CHILDREN'’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Nursery - Newborn to Age Two (Room 132)

Age Three—Kindergarten (Room 132)

Julie DeRosa, Angel Friant, and Robert Friant

Our Sunday School class for children ages 3 through Kindergarten provides a fun, safe, and loving environment
where kids can learn about God's love through Bible stories, songs, crafts, and age-appropriate activities. Each lesson is
designed to help young hearts grow in faith and build a strong foundation in Jesus.

First Grade—Fifth Grade (Room 137)

Led by Jennifer Davison and Amy Honisch

Our curriculum honors children as naturally curious and spiritual beings, with an innate sense of God's presence.
Through timeless Bible stories, hands-on activities, and child-friendly themes, the children will discover, develop,
and practice their faith in a trusted community.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

6th — 12th Grade (Student Ministry Center)
Led by Pam Downey and Sharon Owens

This group meets each week and explores a passage of scripture through interactive games, activities, and

discussion. Come join us as we grow our faith and develop friendships while having a lot of fun!

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Generation Go (Room 236)

Coordinated by Brian & Cheryl Merritt, with each week’s discussion led by a class member. Multiple generations
gather to chat about the issues of the day in the light of Bible lessons from United Methodist and other faith sources.
Class is offered hybrid style so you can attend in-person or via zoom. Studies typically include a 10— 20-minute
video message followed by class discussion of the topic presented. Studies do not require any advanced prep
(although supplemental reading is available), so drop in; visitors are always welcome! This fall, we'll be reviewing
The Holy Spirit, by Adam Hamilton, a short series on Methodist history in the context of the American Revolution and a
new 15th Anniversary edition of Mike Slaughter's Christmas is Not Your Birthday.
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The Explorers (Chapel)

Led by Bert Diemer

The Explorer Class is so named because we explore the classics of Christian thought, theology, literature and
spirituality. The class has short reading assignments each week that are the basis for Sunday discussion. Our original
focus was to examine those who influenced John Wesley and his thought, but we are open to the suggestions of our
class members regarding study material, and several of this year’s topics have branched away from Wesley’s
influences. Contact Bert Diemer (rbdjr@comcast.net) for more on past and future studies.

Alpha To Omega — (Room 237)

The Grand Narrative of Biblical Theology

One of the final verses of the New Testament (Rev. 22:13) reads “lam the Alpha and the Omega, the first
and the last, the beginning and the end.” How are we to grasp and interpret those words? What would they
have meant to those living in biblical times? Would we have a different understanding of them today?

For our study during the 2026/27 Sunday School year, we will address those questions by considering what has
been called the grand narrative—that is, the major themes—of the biblical writings: Creation, Covenant, Christ,
Church, Consummation. We will look at how these are presented in scripture, and how we might view them in
our time. Topics of discussion will include the following: What is the purpose of creation as presented in
scripture, and is our understanding any different today? What was the purpose of the covenants presented in
scripture, and what is their relevance, if any, to our lives today? What role was the Messiah (Christ) to play in
fulfilling the covenants? Did the scriptural view of that role change over time? How do New Testament writers
describe the church? Is its purpose still the same today? As asked in the hymn “The Church’s One Foundation”,
how long must the church wait for the “consummation of peace”? When will the “church victorious” be “the
church at rest”?

Love Does (Room 122)

We are a group of active young to middle-aged adults that meet weekly for faith studies and fellowship. Our focus
is to strengthen our faith, foundation, and relationships as we navigate life as caregivers. Members of this group
take turns facilitating lessons, planning social events, and providing outreach opportunities. This group organizes
one of Aldersgate’s largest outreach ministries, Christmas Joy! Christmas Joy is an Aldersgate ministry where church
members donate holiday gifts and needed items to those in need in the Wilmington area through various
organizations.

SMALL WEEKDAY GROUPS

Crazy Ladies of Aldersgate(Zoom)
Led by Betsy Diemer

We meet Tuesdays on Zoom 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. to discuss books of interest, which are chosen by vote. After we finish
one, we meet in person at the church, then start the next book, covering about 8 titles per year. We also do service
projects (snack drives, clothing drives, sending boxes to our college students), and serve when called on in other
ways at the church. New members are always welcome. For more info, contact betsydiemer@comcast.net or (302)
379-4770.
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United Women in Faith

The mission of United Women in Faith (UWF) is to connect and nurture all women so they can inspire,
Influence and impact local and global communities. We bear witness to God’s love by acting to change unfair
policies and systems that harm women, children, and youth from racial and gender injustice to economic
inequality, climate issues and more.

Here at Aldersgate, our primary local mission target is Neighborhood House, Inc. We also support Camp Pecometh
and other local organizations that serve women, children, and youth.

We are organized into Circles. Circles meet regularly, allowing members to establish meaningful relationships with
other women at Aldersgate. Women from other churches are also welcome to participate, and being a Methodist
is not required. Our current circles are:

e Hannah - Sharon Owens, Leader
Project based; meeting times vary

e Sarah - Ellen Leonzio, Leader

Meets Second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m.

Circles take on special projects throughout the year to earn money and run food/supply drives. Sometimes all
members work together on activities like the Cookie Walk, which is one of our major fundraisers. Unit meetings are
also held 2-3 times/year that feature informational or entertainment programs. We have approximately 60
members. If you’re not sure which circle would be a good fit for you, please ask Barbara Buckley, Kathy Daum, Ellen
Leonzio, or Sharon Owens. Or perhaps you are already a member of a circle but haven’t been active due to other
commitments. We’d love to have you back! We are committed to inclusivity, action, and impact. You will find that
spending a few hours each month with other women, working together to improve life for others is rewarding and
enjoyable!

ALDERSGATE YOUTH

Impact

Led By Pam Downey and Nancy Price

Wednesdays from 6-7:30 p.m., youth 6" Grade— 12" Grade. Join us every week for dinner, fun games,
fellowship, hang out time, Bible Study, and more! This is a safe space to build community and grow in your faith.
All are welcome here and we’d love to have you join us for youth group!

Confirmation Class

Led By Pam Downey

Confirmation classes journey together toward their first profession of their intent to live as faithful disciples of Jesus
Christ. To facilitate this, we offer a confirmation class each year for our youth in grades 7-12. In the class, we will
spend time learning about their faith. That usually includes topics like the Bible, how we read Scripture, salvation,
the general rules of the United Methodist Church, the sacraments, our unique Wesleyan heritage, Church
organization, and our faith practices. The classes are designed to be creative, interactive, and faith nurturing.
Meeting day will be decided at our parent meeting, September 27, at 12 noon in room 236.
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CATALYST TEAM

The Catalyst Team is an opportunity to be part of something hopeful and forward-looking at Aldersgate. Team
members will use their insights, faith, and lived experience to come alongside existing ministries, helping them
discover meaningful ways to deepen connections with our wider community. Over time, the team will also help
create and sustain simple, thoughtful ways for the church to stay connected with our neighbors, our congregation,
and church leadership—so that our ministries continue to reflect God’s love and remain relevant, life-giving, and
responsive to real needs.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Aldersgate in Stitches - Members crochet or knit prayer shawls for others in need. The shawls are the perfect size
to hug around your shoulders to remember that God is with you and your church family is praying for you.

Card Ministry - Help us spread some joy through crafting note cards or sending hand-written notes to our members
and friends of Aldersgate.

Homebound Worship - Join members of Aldersgate in leading worship at Forwood Manor senior living
community on Sunday afternoons.

Cradle Roll - Help deliver food, layette items, groceries, or encouragement to families with new children.
Gift Delivery - Deliver flowers, bread, books, and other goodies to members of Aldersgate.
Meals - Be on-call to deliver a prepared meal or grocery delivery to a member in need.

Visitation - Members pair up and visit members and friends of Aldersgate who are in the hospital, homebound, or
going through a rough season. Share a friendly chat, communion, prayer, or devotion together.

Shepherds - Become a shepherd to someone in our “flock”: a new member, prospective member, or homebound
member. Shepherds provide support as guided by the Director of Congregational Care.

Home Maintenance - Be on-call to help a small team with light home repair, moving furniture, or small jobs.

Prayer List - When we take our vows of church membership, we promise to faithfully participate in the ministries of
the church through our prayers. We invite you to review our weekly prayer list and pray for one another during your
personal prayer time.

Prayer Chain - Submit your email to the prayer chain to receive prayer requests in real time. When you receive a
prayer notification, stop and lift that concern up to God.

Go Team—Outreach and Mission

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND

First Sunday of each month

The Good Samaritan Fund provides urgent/temporary assistance to individuals/families for such things as rent or
utility bills. Donations mainly come from the congregation on Communion Sundays. Referral phone calls from
people who urgently need assistance are received in the church office and documented for Friendship House where
the applicants are screened. Currently there is a great need in our community. Special offering baskets are available

during Communion at both services.
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FAMILY PROMISE

Four nights per year

Aldersgate continues its ministry supporting families experiencing temporary homelessness through Family
Promise of Northern New Castle County. This fall brings a new approach, where volunteers work alongside a Kitchen
Manager who will plan menus and purchase food that we will prepare on-site at their location on Milltown Road.
Monetary donations are welcome rather than food donations, as we will be helping in a licensed, commercial kitchen
with standardized menus and food safety protocols. Four or five volunteers will join Brian Merritt or another
Aldersgate Coordinator around 5 p.m. as we participate in meal prep, service, and cleanup. Dinner itself lasts from 6
to 6:45 p.m. If you wish to serve or learn more about how you can contribute, please reach out to Brian Merritt at
BJMerritt@outlook.com.

RED SHOPPING CART FOOD COLLECTIONS (ONGOING)

The red shopping carts outside the church office are always available to donate non-perishable foods, cleaning
supplies, and personal hygiene items. Items in these carts are donated to the Neighborhood House Food Pantry
in Southbridge.

LITTLE FREE PANTRY (ONGOING)

The mini pantry movement is a grassroots, crowdsourced solution for immediate and local needs. Mini pantries help
neighbors feed neighbors and nourish neighborhoods. Donations of non-perishable food as well as personal
hygiene items can be put into the pantry at any time or deposited in shopping carts across from the DOV’s Office. The
Little Free Pantry is accessible next to the church entrance on the Panera side of the building. If you have questions
reach out to Kyle Smith at kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org.

EMMANUEL DINING ROOM MINISTRY

16th of each month

Aldersgate members prepare and serve a midday meal for Emmanuel Dining Room in Wilmington on the sixteenth
of the month. A tradition that has been going on for many years. Three to four people are needed to shop for,
prepare and plate the meal in the Emmanuel Dining Room kitchen. As a member of Aldersgate, you can invite
non-Aldersgate people to help you. Participants must be at least 18 years of age. The time commitment on the day is
from about 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. This is truly a hands-on ministry. Contact Anne Murray with questions at
asmpelican@gmail.com.

HOPP FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Fourth Friday of each month

Volunteers are needed each month to distribute free food boxes provided by the Longwood Foundation’s HOPP
ministry to anyone in need in our community. We gather in the Aldersgate parking lot at 12:15 p.m. on the
FOURTH Friday of the month to set up, organize, and distribute boxes from 12:30 p.m. until 1:30 p.m. Volunteers
are needed to hold signs, direct the flow of cars, and place boxes into cars. This is a rewarding, hands-on ministry
that directly serves our local community and provides opportunities for fellowship. All are welcome!
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HARVEST FOOD FESTIVAL

First Sunday of October

We join with our brothers and sisters at St. Mary Magdalen for our annual Harvest Food Festival. This is a
wonderful opportunity for us to help provide emergency food to families in need in our surrounding community.
Aldersgate collects financial donations as well as non-perishable food items and are donated to food pantries in the
Wilmington area, including Neighborhood House, Sunday Breakfast Mission, St. Helena’s, St. Patrick’s Center, and
Ezion-Mt. Carmel UMC.

CHILDREN'’S FREE LITTLE LIBRARY

A free mobile children’s book cart with books for all ages is located outside The Hub during the week and in the
auditorium on Sunday mornings. For questions or book donations contact the office at 302-478-2575.

CHRISTMAS JOY

The Christmas Joy Program provides gifts or gift cards to individuals through several local agencies to help make
their Christmas more enjoyable. Participants are asked to select a specifically requested item to buy or to purchase
requested gift cards for the clients of these agencies.

WE ARE A RECONCILING CONGREGATION

Aldersgate UMC opens its life to all people regardless of race, ethnicity, social status, age, mental health,
intellectual or physical ability, gender identity, or sexual orientation. We affirm our belief that God’s grace is
available to all as we commit ourselves to be an inclusive Christ-centered community. As a reconciling
congregation, we welcome leshian, gay, bisexual and transgender people as visitors and members. All are
welcome in our community of faith, as we fulfill our purpose of making disciples for the transformation of the
world.

You're Invited to our Fall Kick-off!
Saturday of Service and
2026 Welcome Home Rally Day

HER GROW

Worship & Picnic (Ar\dersgatelsg

Saturday, September 12
8 AMto 11 AM

Saturday of Service

We will have snacks and these service
opportunities:
» Clean and organize our Childcare area
* Aldersgate outdoor clean-up
« Indoor Trustees project

Sunday, September 13
2026 Welcome Home Rally Day
One unified worship service at 10 am!
POTLUCK PICNIC immediately after the
service. The church will provide a main
entrée, drinks and an inflatable!
Plan on bringing a side dish or dessert to
share, and lawn chairs.

Sunday School, for ALL Ages, begins
Sunday, September 20 at 10 AM

Aldersgate United Methodist Church

2313 Concord Pike

Wilmington, DE, 19803

302.478.2575 www.aldersgatede.org  ¢AldersgateDE
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From Your Lay Leaders
Diane Shea and Lynne Conlan
layleader@aldersqgatede.orq

What a joy it has been to worship together in unified
service this summer! | hope you've enjoyed gathering in
the Auditorium together for worship this June, July and
August. It's been a wonderful opportunity to connect
more deeply and frequently with our Contemporary and
Traditional members. On September 13th, we'll celebrate
Rally Day and welcome everyone back into the fall
schedule and routines. We look forward to the return of

choirs, the band, music groups, Sunday school, Youth
Impact, and perhaps busier church times. We'll also
return to 2 services, with the Contemporary Journey
Service in the Auditorium and the Traditional Service in

the Sanctuary. We pray that conversations and
connections made during the summer will continue in the hallways, in committees and small groups, and in other ways
that celebrate that we are a blessed church family together.

Your Lay Leaders, Lynne and Diane

Catalyst 2.0: Continuing the Conversation

ol
&
f ' The Catalyst Initiative is a process designed to help congregations love boldly and discover their

CATALYST . , " .
rafiafite unique call to serve their communities. The work of Catalyst 2.0 continues at Aldersgate as we seek

to better know, understand, and serve our community.

The Catalyst 2.0 team meets monthly and has had one-on-one conversations with members of the Kitchen Collective.
These conversations provide an opportunity to listen and learn directly from people in our community about their
experiences, needs, and hopes for the future. We will continue these conversations with Kitchen Collective members and
others throughout our community as we learn more.

The team is also exploring ways to engage with community members, review mission reports, and connect what we hear
in our conversations with the needs we see around us. A key part of this work is listening carefully, especially to those who
use local services, so we can better understand their experiences and identify where Aldersgate might make a meaningful
difference.

Catalyst 2.0 is not about quickly deciding what we should do. It is about building relationships, asking questions, listening
carefully, and being open to where those conversations may lead. By taking the time to know our neighbors and
understand our community, we hope to discover how Aldersgate can be a better neighbor and a stronger presence in the
community.

We look forward to seeing what we discover together. If you have questions, ideas, or connections that could help us
better understand our community, please share them with a member of the Catalyst Team.

Catalyst 2.0 Team: Stacie DiGiacoma, Irene Heller, Bob Reis, Diane Shea and Mark Wichmann
Original Catalyst Team: Lynne Conlan, Henry Daum, Cheryl Merritt and Dan Shay
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE

PRAYER

i g ¥ stz Intergenerational Prayer Buddies

\\\\\\\\\\ iAo / .:; f\ " ‘
A}\ During Sunday worship on August 23"’, we held our annual

o o | DACkpack blessing as our students begin a new school year. This ACIEBEBEE'&IEtBE
sssssssss A year, each student also received a personalized card from a

Back-to-School Prayer Buddy. This buddy is one of our “more

senior” members of Aldersgate, some of whom are

homebound. On the card, Back to School prayer buddies
shared when and where they graduated, a favorite school memory and a special prayer for the
student. Each buddy committed to praying for their student on their first days back to school.

The following Sunday, August 30", all ages at Aldersgate were welcomed to stay an hour
after worship to create Cards of Caring - handmade cards to send to someone in our
congregation who needs a smile. Students were invited to send a card to their Back-to-School
Prayer Buddy.

We hope these intergenerational opportunities help us all to remember the power of
prayer and the blessings of being part of the family of Christ. God's peace, strength, and comfort
is always available to us — sometimes we just need a little support from our church family to remind
us of that.

If your student didn't receive a prayer buddy card or, if you wish to pray for a student, please send a message to
Pam Downey pam.downey@aldersgatede.org or Cheryl Merritt cheryl.merritt@aldersgatede.org

Crazy Ladies of Aldersgate Supply 18 Filled Backpacks

f“%’} To help students served by Neighborhood House, the Crazy Ladies
> purchased 18 backpacks and filled them with school supplies. The
backpacks were blessed on Sunday, August 23, during the service

A\ : %\} _\‘\ L4 along with the backpacks of the students present. The backpacks
“ LU L 8 were delivered to Neighborhood House on Monday, August 24.

Thank you, Crazy Ladies, and please keep your blessed outreach

s B filled with crazy love going!

HOPP Food Distribution Volunteers Needed
Friday, September 25, 2026 ¢ Aldersgate Parking Lot
Set Up: 12:15 p.m. e Distribution: 12:30-1:30 p.m.
School is back in session, but for many families, the need for food and support continues. With the added expenses that
come with a new school year, a bag of groceries can make a meaningful difference for a family working to make ends meet.
HOPP (Harvest People Outreach Project) provides groceries, welcome, and hope to our neighbors each month. We are
grateful for the volunteers who make this ministry possible and invite both returning volunteers and first-time helpers to
join us on Friday, September 25.
Volunteer opportunities include:
e Greeting guests with welcome signs along Concord Pike 0 P P
e Directing traffic through the parking lot
e Loading groceries into car trunks THE HARVEST OUTREACH

PEOPLE PROJECT

No experience is needed. Whether you can serve every month or help for just one
afternoon, your time and kindness make a real difference.

As our community begins a new school year, come help us remind our neighbors that they are not alone. Together, we can
share God’s love, one bag of groceries and one smile at a time.
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e"&:‘:;;. COMPASS at Aldersgate

UL
EAVES
g ?.‘ Our Mission is to empower individuals and caregiving families in Delaware to live
well with dementia through support, education and building a dementia-inclusive
COMPASS community that is ennch‘lng fo all.
EmENTA cARE www.compassdementlacare.org

Are YOU a family caregiver for a loved one with Alzheimer’s
or another dementia?

Get oriented and get the support you need at our Savvy Caregiver program, an evidence-based
group training program for family members caring for people with dementia, offering:

e peersupport e help managing your caregiver stress
e dementia disease education o self-care strategies

e communication techniques e tools for decision-making

e help navigating behavioral symptoms e fools for expanding family support &
o strategies for daily structure & activities community resources

Registration for Fall Session Now Open:

7 weekly sessions:
0 Virtual cohort: Wednesdays, 5-6:30pm, September 30" - November 11" OR
0 In-Person at Aldersgate: Thursdays, 10:15-11:45am, October 1* - November 12
(concurrent respite for person with dementia available at our Memory Café, Thursdays)

Cost is $210 for the 7-week class and comprehensive participant manual.

)\ SAVVY
! CAREGIVER

KNOWLEDGE. SKILLS. MASTERY.

Facilitated by our expert social worker, Laura Dickol, LCSW, who has significant training in dementia and
behavioral health, the class is highly interactive, integrating formal instruction with group discussion and skills
practice, within a supportive and carefully maintained therapeutic environment.

To register or for more information, visit www.compassdementiacare.org/savvy-caregiver or
contact Kate Gruber (kgruber@compassdementiacare.org; 302-663-7922)
OR contact Cheryl Merritt, AUMC Director of Congregational Care
(cheryl.merritt@aldersgatede.org; 302-478-2575).

\. J
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R-r-ring R-r-ring! Aldersgate Calling!

Over the next few months, Aldersgate Church will transition from One Call, our current robocall
provider, to a similar service from Ministry Brands. While this will provide significant cost savings for the
church, the bigger change will be the frequency of calls you can expect to receive.

Many people have gotten used to the weekly calls from Aldersgate reminding us of the Sunday
worship service. But because we are also used to receiving spam, telemarketing, and general nuisance
calls, we don't always listen or pick up the messages in real time. Phone calls that are not critical to our lives can become
noise.

To alleviate this, we will reduce the number of calls you receive from the church. We will continue to reach out
when immediate communication is needed, such as a weather closure, building or parking lot issues, or other concerns
that require attention. We hope this will help make phone calls from Aldersgate more relevant and a higher priority.
When you hear from us, it's for a good reason.

More information will be available in the next few months on how to opt in to receive these calls. Keep your eye
on the Messenger for more information in the future.

Aldersgate 2027 Youth Musicall

[sool

The 2027 Aldersgate Youth Musical will be announced at
Rally Day on Sunday, September 13th.
Auditions will be in late November or early December for anyone in
2" grade or older.
Scripts will be distributed in December.
Regular rehearsals will begin the first week of January.
There will be 3 Performances March 5 - 7, 2027.
Come to Rally Day to hear the Announcement & watch for detailed
information in the October Messenger!

For questions or more information contact Janet Atwater: Janet@JanetAtwater.com
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Children’s Free Little Library -
Books Are Portable Magic

You'll find that magic on our Children's Little Library cart, usually lo-
cated in the back of the auditorium or in the hallway between the
auditorium and the narthex. The cart is stocked with board books,
picture books, early readers, and chapter books. Best of all, every
book is free! Take one, two, or even three to enjoy.

Do you have gently used children's books to share? We'd love to add
them to the collection. Please contact Joanne Smeltz if you have
books to donate or suggestions for favorite authors or titles. We
can't promise we'll find every book, but we'll certainly try!

Although it's called the Children's Little Library, everyone is welcome
to browse. The library is like a candy store where everything is free.

Stop by and treat yourself to a great book!

Robert and Eileen Emrich Sept 4 73 years
Terry and Melissa Romano Sept 10 15 years
Brian and Carolyn Estebez Sept 13 13 years
Albert and Patricia Koenig Sept 13 68 years
Jacob and Sharon Ungerer Sept 14 7 years
David and Julie Harrington Sept 17 21 years
Conor and Lynzy McGee Sept 17 15 years
Peter and Janet Atwater Sept 25 33 years
Eric and Catherine Goodman Sept 27 29 years
Ron and Christine Lassiter Sept 27 18 years
Bob and Linda Pyle Sept 28 58 years
Benjamin and Valerie Rawding Sept 28 7 years
Ryan and Rebecca Gorsuch Sept 29 8 years
Michael and Wendy Butterworth Sept 29 8 years
" United

-, w Women
I | inFaith

ome™ Men Famijzq

All are welcome!

FALL

SEPTEMBER 21
6:00 pm
AUMC Auditorium

GUEST SPEAKER:
KATHRYN BRADLEY
SEAMEN'S CENTER
OF WILMINGTON

Drivers please be
cautious as
students and
buses will soon be
back on the roads.

Please sign up here: https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/uwf-fall-potluck/
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Summer Worship Schedule

I What’s Inside...

Thru Sunday, September 13 Pastor Wendy’s Message 1
One Service at 10 a.m. in Auditorium " o
Reconciling Ministries 2
You can find the live stream : 2
https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live videos/ Cards of Caring
Or YouTube Ministries Booklet 3-10
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZogvVVH4kvH BknkW3y3w Upcoming Events 10
and hit the subscribe button. Lay Leaders/Catalyst 2.0 11
. Upcoming Events o Congregational Care/HOPP 12
Friday, August 28: HOPP free food box distribution COMPASS 13
Sunday, August 30: Cards of Caring after service Changes to One Call 14
Choir Open House after service 2027 Youth Musical 14
Saturday, September 12: Saturday of Service Children’s Free Library 15
. 15
Sunday, September 13: Rally Day, 1 Service 10 a.m. UWF Fall Potluck
Life Celebrations 15

Sunday, September 20: 2 SERVICES 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday School Classes begin

Monday, September 21: UWF Fall Potluck, 6 p.m.
Friday, September 25: HOPP free food box distribution

YOU ARE
WELCOME
HERE

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK
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