
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
 

World Communion Sunday 
October 4, 2026 

 

Rev. Wendy Butterworth, Senior Pastor 

 
2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE  19803 

Phone: (302) 478-2575 Fax: (302) 478-1828 
www.aldersgatede.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aldersgatede.org/


 

 
      
 

 

 
 

9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
*Please rise in body or spirit 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS      Rev. Wendy Butterworth 
 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT    Roger Domenick 
 

*WORSHIP SONG                                     New Hallelujah Journey Band 
   

*WORSHIP SONG                                   You Never Let Go Journey Band 
  

*A READING FROM THE GOSPEL         Matthew 4: 23-25 NRSVue                 Ellee Davison 
 

Junior Choir Dismissal - All Children  2nd grade-5th grade welcome 
 

MESSAGE                     Jesus Is Healing                                    Rev. Wendy Butterworth 
  

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST      
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                        
  

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP  
 

COMMUNION SONG                              Graves into Gardens           Journey Band 
 

BLESSING OF OUR GIFTS, TITHES, OFFERINGS, & HARVEST FOOD DONATIONS 
 

BENEDICTION AS WE LEAVE TO SERVE                                Rev. Wendy Butterworth 
 

*CLOSING SONG                                       Trading My Sorrows                              Journey Band 
 

     

                     GIVING - TEXT the word GIVE TO (302)500-4533 or SCAN QR Code  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Altar Duty: Cheryl Beeson and Elaine Chester Head Usher: Steve Davis  
AV Tech: Ryan McKeever    Journey Band 
Director of Music: Reid Shriver    Liturgist: Ellee Davison 
     Greeters: Kathy Harding and Sandy Anderson 
Communion Servers: Beverly Barker, Hal Barker, Susan Schranck, and Pam Downey 

 

Our 2026 Mission Focus: Bringing People Closer to God 

 

 



  
      
 

 

11:00 AM Traditional Worship 
*Please rise in body or spirit 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS      Rev. Wendy Butterworth 
 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT    Roger Domenick 
 

PRELUDE                            
 

 GREETING (responsive)  

This is the day the Lord has made;  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
There is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven. 

 

   *OPENING HYMN, 458                 Dear Lord, for All in Pain                                      RAPHAEL 
   

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                   Ferris Wharton 

With all our hearts, 
we take refuge in God most high,  
who created all things,  
the merciful Father, source of all goodness. 
With all our hearts, 
we take refuge in Christ,  
the Redeemer from sin, who restores our true nature, 
the perfect and mysterious Word. 
With all our hearts, 
we take refuge in the One who embraces the universe, 
who at all times and in all places respond to our needs, 
the pure and tranquil Holy Spirit.                                                         

   

 OPENING PRAYER                                                           Ferris Wharton 

 O God, in mystery and silence, you are present in our lives, bringing new life out of  
 destruction, hope out of despair, growth out of difficulty. We thank you that you do not  
 leave us alone but labor to make us whole. Help us to perceive your unseen hand in the  
 unfolding of our lives, and to attend to the gentle guidance of your Spirit, that we may
 know the joy you give to your people. Amen.                                           

  

COLLECTION OF OUR OFFERINGS GIVING - TEXT the word GIVE TO (302)500-4533 or SCAN QR Code    
 

OFFERTORY 
 

 

Our 2026 Mission Focus: Bringing People Closer to God 

 

 



*DOXOLOGY, 95                  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                 OLD 100th 
 

*BLESSING OF OUR GIFTS, TITHES, OFFERINGS, & HARVEST FOOD DONATIONS 
 

A READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT      Isaiah 53: 4-6 NRSVue      Ferris Wharton 
                

CHOIR ANTHEM                               Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled                   Chancel Choir   
 

*READING FROM THE GOSPEL   Matthew 4: 23-25 NRSVue                   Ferris Wharton  
      

MESSAGE                     Jesus Is Healing                                    Rev. Wendy Butterworth 
 

*HYMN AFTER THE MESSAGE 273    Jesus' Hands Were Kind Hands   AU CLAIR DE LA LUNE 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Silent Prayer and Meditation 
 

PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                           
 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison) 
God of glory, we have seen with our eyes and touched with our hands the bread of heaven.  
Strengthen us in our new life together that we may grow in love for you and for each other;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN, 382                 Have Thine Own Way, Lord                                   ADELAIDE 
   

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                  
 

 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

Altar Duty: Cheryl Beeson and Elaine Chester  Greeters: Gail Lodge and Jocelyn McCord 
AV Tech: Ryan McKeever         Head Usher: Steve Davis 
Chancel Choir    Liturgist: Ferris Wharton 
Director of Music: Reid Shriver    Organist: Mark Sobol 
Communion Servers: Sandy Anderson, Barb Johnson, Wendy Lindsey, and Taber Smith.  

 



REMINDERS... 
• Nursery and Childcare is available in Rooms 132 & 137. Located on the first floor. 

• Altar Flowers: contact Beverly Barker at (302) 584-4509 or email macbhal@aol.com; checks for 
contributions may be put in the Treasurer’s mailbox in The HUB. Please include envelope number. 

• Bulletin Announcements are due Tuesdays by 5:00 PM. Email to kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org.  

• Messenger Articles & Photos are due by the 15 of each month email: messenger@aldersgatede.org.  

• Email request for prayers, visitation and encouragement: prayerlist@aldersgatede.org.  

• Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 AM-4 PM and Fridays 9 AM-12 PM.  
 

OUR CARING MINISTRY 
And this is the boldness we have in Him,  

that if we ask anything according to His will, he hears us. (1 John 5:14) 
 
 

The Peace Candle on the altar reminds us to pray for those serving our country: Connor Allaway, 
Dallas Apotheker, Evan DeMaio, Eric Emerson (son-in-law of Rick & Kathleen Brady), Jacob Flenner 
(grandson of Janet Flenner), Adam Grandel (son of Shelley & Matthew Grandel), Ethan Grandel (son 
of Shelley & Matthew Grandel), Mike May (Betty Lu & Gary Ireland’s nephew). If there is a military 
service member in your family for whom you would like the church to pray, submit their name to 
kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org. 
 

The flowers on the altar are in memory of Ed and Alice Stephenson from Martin and Jane Wagner. 
 

Congratulations to Mary and Don Blythe who celebrate 53 years of marriage on October 6. 
 

Congratulations to Mike and BJ Houser who celebrate 55 years of marriage on October 9. 
 

The Forwood Estates worship leader is Kitty Lugar. 
 

Our Weekly Prayer List 
This week, with the World Council of Churches, we pray for God's blessings on the nations of 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela.  
 

Sympathy 
 

Family & Friends of Jane Ferguson (Nancy Hough's sister) 
 

Prayer Points 
1) Flood victims across the Northeast.  
2) Kevin Botbyl, Mike Conlan, & Men’s Walk to Emmaus #81. 
3) Gratitude for the Harvest Food Festival donations 
 

Members & Friends 
Aldersgate Lay Leadership & Staff Members Rev. Anthony Arrington 
Ralph & Emily Bankert Barbara Buckley 
Leif Carney (Friend of Emma Detwiler) Julie DeRosa, Angel & Robert Friant 
Jim DiGiacoma (David DiGiacoma's brother) Delores & Earl Hall 
Chris Harvey Betty Lu & Gary Ireland 
Adam Levocz (Linsey Anderson's nephew) Mike Luternau 
Meredith McGregor Jill McKeown 

mailto:macbhal@aol.com
mailto:kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org
mailto:messenger@aldersgatede.org
mailto:prayerlist@aldersgatede.org
mailto:kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org


How Can I Be a Good Ally? Being a good ally to the LGBTQIA2SP+ 
community means choosing to listen, learn, and stand alongside others 
with compassion and respect. Allyship isn't about knowing everything or 
always saying the perfect thing. It means being open to learning from 
others, challenging prejudice, and helping create spaces where everyone 
feels welcomed, valued, accepted, and safe to be their authentic selves. 

Members & Friends 
Bev Melcher Ron Nelson 
Kristen Pittman (Karin Ingman's cousin) Ann Roberts 
Mo Romeo (Neighbor of Emma Detwiler) Gerri Ross 
Megan S. (Friend of Martha Weldin) Kyle Smith 
Scott Sharp Doris Springer 
Andy Trachtman (Bill Culliton's son-in-law) Judy Vacca (Christine Lassiter’s mother) 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Good Samaritan Fund provides financial assistance to those in urgent need. All donations go to 
Friendship House, and their partners currently provide rental assistance and utility bills. Your 
donations make a difference. Our August collection was $682 and our September collection was 
$684. We are collecting today during Communion. Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

Do you have a collection of wrapped plastic utensils from takeout orders? Instead of letting them 
pile up in a drawer, consider donating them to Aldersgate’s Free Little Pantry! We are always in 
need of individually wrapped plastic utensils. Donations can be placed in the shopping carts outside 
the church office.  A small donation can make a big difference. When everyone does a little, we can 
accomplish a lot! 
 

PECAN time!  Orders now being taken for United Women in Faith’s fresh pecans, available as whole 
halves or chopped pieces, in one pound bags, to be delivered in November.  On-line orders are 
encouraged: https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/2026-uwf-pecan-orders/ or call Laura Parrish at 
302-477-1718.  Money from pecan sales support missions for women and children.  (Price for 
pecans will not be set until harvest begins later in October.) 
 

Save the date- Our 2026 Church Conference is Tuesday, October 27 at 6 PM in Room 237 and 
Zoom. This is a time to reflect on the past year at Aldersgate, look forward to the next year, and 
take care of church business prior to our 2026 Charge Conference in November. All are encouraged 
and welcome to attend.  
 

Join us on Sunday, November 1, for our All-Saints Sunday. We will honor and remember all those 
we have lost this past year.  
 

Join us on November 4 at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary for a service of peace, hope, and unity after 
election. All are welcome. Let’s continue to shine the light of Christ in our community. 
 

SAVE THE DATE – Our Potluck & Advent Workshop is Sunday, November 29 at 5 PM to be followed 
by our annual Caroling & Christmas Tree Lighting at 6:30!  



 

Harvest Food Festival  
Sunday, October 4 

 

Be the hands and feet of Jesus by helping to feed the hungry in Wilmington 
 

We’re excited to announce that we will be collecting for our annual Harvest Food Festival again this 
fall with St. Mary Magdalen. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to help provide emergency food 
to families in need in our surrounding community.  Our combined donations will be shared with 
Wilmington area food pantries including Neighborhood House, Ezion-Mt. Carmel, Claymont 
Community Center, St. Patrick's Center and Jewish Family Services.  Please prayerfully consider a 
generous donation.  Last year, we received 320 bags of food and over $7,000!  This was a 
tremendous gift and help to our community!  There are 3 ways to donate: 

• Donate food - please bring your non-perishable donation to the church on or before October 
4th.  We will have bags available for you on 9/20 and 9/27! 

• Donate by check - please make checks payable to Aldersgate U.M.C. and write "Harvest Food 
Festival" in the memo line. 

• Donate with an online financial donation - please visit http://aldersgatede.org/donate 
We will also need help delivering the food on Monday morning, October 5th.  If you're able to help 
for 1-2 hours, please contact Diane Shea at sheadb@gmail.com. Thank you! 

 
 

CALENDAR 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 World Communion Sunday 

Harvest Food Drive 
9:00a Contemporary Worship, Auditorium 
10:00 Sunday School, for all ages 
11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
12:00p Handbell Rehearsal, Handbell Room 
6:00 Boy Scout Troop #67 Court of Honor  
 

Monday, October 5, 2026 
6:30p Boy Scouts Troop #67 
                

Tuesday, October 6, 2026  
10:00a Staff Meeting 
11:00 Worship Planning Meeting 
6:00p Trustees, 237/Zoom 
 

 

Wednesday, October 7, 2026  
6:00p Journey Band Rehearsal, Auditorium 
6:00 Impact, Sanctuary 
6:00 Cub Scouts Pack #67 
7:00 Chancel Choir, Music Center 
 

Thursday, October 8, 2026 
10:00a Journey Bible Study, 237 
7:00p Aldersgate Brass, Music Center 
7:00 UWF, Zoom 
7:00 Catalyst 2.0, 237/Zoom 
7:00 Brass, Music Center 
 

Friday, October 9, 2026 
 

Saturday, October 10, 2026 

http://aldersgatede.org/donate
mailto:sheadb@gmail.com


 
 


